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A Message from 
The President
“GLOBSEC has been promoting 
public-private dialogue by putting 
together right stakeholders 
and leaders across multiple 
sectors at one place to exchange 
ideas freely. We have worked 
hard to earn a reputation as a 
trusted partner to governments, 
organisations and private sector 
around the world. As a platform 
representing the constructive 
voice of CEE we shape ideas into 
real-life agendas and policies.”

Róbert Vass,  
President and Founder, GLOBSEC
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1993: SAC – Slovak Atlantic Council

2005: GLOBSEC Bratislava Forum

2014: GLOBSEC Tatra Summit

2016: GLOBSEC Policy Institute

2020: GLOBSEC Brussels

2021: GLOBSEC Vienna

2022: GLOBSEC Kyiv

2009: Château Béla Central 
European Strategic Forum

2022: GLOBSEC US 
Foundation/GLOBSEC Washington DC

GLOBSEC is an action-oriented 

policy institution established in 

Central Europe, with an international 

presence in Bratislava, Brussels, 

Vienna, Kyiv, Prague and 

Washington D.C. Over the years, 

GLOBSEC has evolved into Central 

Europe’s leading policy institute and 

the host of world-class events and 

convenings.

Our 
Story

4



GLOBSEC is the leading action-oriented policy 

institution born in Central Europe with partnerships 

across the region and beyond. We are the HUB for 

collaborative research between associated experts, 

academics leaders, influencers, and leaders from 

public and private sectors, who drive policy change 

while working on the most pressing challenges of 

today and tomorrow.

With more than 80 people from 13 nationalities and 

a wide network of affiliated experts and public and 

private sector leaders, we have created a truly global 

community that strives to leave a legacy by making a 

positive impact and driving policy change. 

Who  
We Are

BRATISLAVA

BRUSSELS

VIENNA

PRAGUE

KYIV

WASHINGTON5



 ⊲ GLOBSEC’s independent and 
non-partisan status is maintained 
through its transparent and project-
based funding. 

 ⊲ The funding for GLOBSEC comes 
from a number of sources such as 
endowment, flagship conferences, 
memberships as well as from 
grants, projects and our initiatives. 

 ⊲ None of our donors provide more 
than 10% of our financial resources.

 ⊲ In 2023 corporate partners 
represented 42% of the total income. 
Institutions (including governments) 
contributed 38%, and approximately 
20% of the total income came from 
foundations and NGOs.

Funding 
and Partners
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GLOBSEC Board  
of Directors

Anita Orbán 
External Affairs Director at 

Vodafone Hungary

Petr Pudil 
Entrepreneur, Investor, Co-founder 
of BPD partners, President of the 

US Foundation

Wilhelm Molterer 
Former Vice-Chancellor of Federal 

Republic of Austria, Chairman of the 
GLOBSEC Board of Directors

Gordon Bajnai
Former Prime Minister of Hungary, 

Vice Chairman of the GLOBSEC 
Board of Directors

Kersti Kaljulaid 
Global Advocate of the UN 

Secretary-General for Every Woman 
Every Child; Former President of 

the Republic of Estonia

Ivan Krastev
Chairman of the Centre for Liberal 

Strategies

Róbert Vass 
President and Founder of GLOBSEC

Maciej Witucki 
President of the Polish  

Confederation Lewiatan
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What  
We Do
GLOBSEC represents the constructive 
voice of CEE and aspires to influence 
the future by generating new ideas and 
drive policy changes for a more resilient, 
prosperous and sustainable world by: 

 ⊲ Conducting world-class  
action-oriented policy research  
and advocacy

 ⊲ Driving change by engaging 
multisectoral leaders and 
policymakers in our policy initiatives 

 ⊲ Facilitating public-private dialogue 
on a global level.

 ⊲ Facilitating and engaging with a 
global network to bridge the CEE 
and trans-atlantic partnerships

NATO Engages, London, 2019

Legacy of 1989: Courage to be Free with M. Pompeo  

Shaping the Future of Europe with E. Macron 

NATO Engages: The Košice Dialogue with J. Stoltenberg 
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GLOBSEC US 
Foundation

Karl Hopkins
Partner, Bradley Arant Boult 

Cummings LLP; General Counsel, 
GLOBSEC US Foundation

Petr Pudil 
Entrepreneur, Investor, Co-founder 
of BPD partners, President of the 

US Foundation

Michael Chertoff 
Co-founder and Executive Chairman, 
The Chertoff Group, United States of 
America; Former Secretary of the U.S. 

Department of Homeland Security

Steve Clemons
Editor-et-large, SEMAFOR

Róbert Vass 
President and Founder of GLOBSEC

Sally Painter 
Chief Operating Officer 
at Blue Star Strategies

GLOBSEC US Foundation is a US non-profit organisation based in Washington D.C. 
to promote transatlantic collaboration.

Gen. John Allen (Ret.) 
retired U.S. Marine Corps four-star 
general and former commander of 

the International Security Assistance 
Force in Afghanistan.
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GeoTech 
Center
Led by General John R. Allen, 
the GLOBSEC GeoTech Center 
seeks to align Europe and the 
U.S. in their approaches to future 
defining technologies. It aims to 
more effectively shape the global 
norms for development and 
integration of these technologies 
in the transatlantic space.
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World-Class Events  
and Convenings

Visit our website for 
more information

NATO ENGAGES 
LONDON 2019
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GLOBSEC  
Forum 

 ⊲ Prominent annual international 
conference dedicated to promot-
ing international dialogue and 
cooperation to enhance global se-
curity and prosperity

 ⊲ Alongside the main stage ses-
sions, the Forum features various 
side events and exclusive brain-
storming sessions, all aimed at 
generating workable solutions and 
formulating strategic plans for the 
future

 ⊲ Renowned for being one of the 
foremost dialogue platforms in 
Europe
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Throughout its history, GLOBSEC’s 
guests have included Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, Ursula von der Leyen, 
Pope Francis, Jens Stoltenberg, 
Emmanuel Macron, Olaf Scholz, 
Donald Tusk, Zuzana Čaputová, 
Karl Nehammer, Arturs Krišjānis 
Kariņš, Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, 
Kersti Kaljulaid, Harjit Sajjan, the 
late Madeleine Albright, Margrethe 
Vestager, Joseph Nye, Timothy 
Garton Ash, Paul Collier, Francis 
Fukuyama, Brad Smith, and countless 
other influential stakeholders.
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GLOBSEC  
Tatra  
Summit 

 ⊲ Impactful annual gathering with 
high-level participation that focuses 
on shaping the economic policy 
agenda in Europe, promoting 
sustainable growth, and fostering 
innovation 

 ⊲ Platform for policymakers, 
industry leaders and senior 
business executives to enhance 
collaboration between the public 
and private sectors to address 
economic challenges 

 ⊲ This intimate, informal and 
invitation-only retreat brings 
together up to 200 influential 
leaders and stakeholders in a 
beautiful setting of High Tatras
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Château 
Béla Central 
European 
Strategic 
Forum 

 ⊲ Prestigious annual retreat held at the 
historic Château Béla in southern 
Slovakia 

 ⊲ Unique platform for structured 
dialogue, where key policy makers, 
thinkers and business leaders from 
different fields and countries gather 
to discuss current challenges, ideas 
and solutions

 ⊲ The Forum includes informal 
fireside debates, dinner and lunch 
discussions, several thematic 
breakout sessions and closed-door 
meetings 
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GLOBSEC 
Programme
Areas
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Future of Security 
Programme

 ⊲ GLOBSEC Future Security 
and Defence Council 

 ⊲ Public-Private Sector 
Dialogues 

 ⊲ Cyber Resilience Initiative 

 ⊲ Partnering organisation 
of the NATO Public Foras 
in Warsaw (2016), London 
(2019), Washington D.C. 
(2024) 

Visit our website for 
more information

GLOBSEC's Future of Security 
Programme addresses 
contemporary security challenges 
through strategic policy 
development, expert analysis, 
and collaborative initiatives. 
By facilitating dialogue among 
policymakers, military leaders, 
and security experts, and through 
research, high-level events, and 
policy recommendations, it aims 
to foster innovative solutions for 
hybrid threats, cybersecurity, 
and defense cooperation, 
contributing to a safer international 
environment.
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GLOBSEC Future Security 
and Defence Council

Lt. Gen (Ret.) 
Ben Hodges 

FSDC Chairman, former 
Commanding general 

USArmy Europe

Marcel Grisnigt 
Senior Vice President, 

Chief Corporate 
Development and 

Integration Officer at KNDS

Jiří Šedivý
 EDA Chief Executive.

Gen. (Ret.) 
Philip M. Breedlove 

Former Supreme Allied 
Commander Europe (SACEUR) 

of NATO Command Allied 
Operations.

Thomas 
Kauffmann
 Vice President 

International Business 
& Services for General 

Dynamics European Land 
Systems (GDELS).

Gen. (Ret.) Sir 
Richard Shirreff
Former Deputy Supreme 

Allied Commander Europe, 
NATO.

Gen. John Allen 
(Ret.) 

Retired U.S. Marine Corps 
four-star general and 
former commander of 

the International Security 
Assistance Force in 

Afghanistan.

Gen (Ret.) 
Pavel Macko 

Security Expert, former 
Commander of the NATO 

Allied Training Centre

Gen. (Ret.) 
Mirko Šundov 
former CAF of Croatia, 

DOK-ING

Amb. Ivo H. 
Daalder

President of the Chicago 
Council on Global Affairs

Gen (Ret.) 
Denis Mercier 

Former Chief of the French 
Air Force and Supreme 
Allied Commander for 

Transformation (NATO).

Lt Gen (Ret.) 
Arto Räty

former Permanent 
Secretary of the Finnish 

Ministry of Defence 

Kolinda Grabar-
Kitarović 

Former President of 
Croatia

Adm. (Ret.) 
Manfred Nielson 
Former Deputy ACT, NATO 

Chris Nunn 
CEO UKDSC

Camille Grand 
Distinguished Policy Fellow 
at the European Council on 

Foreign Relations (ECFR) 

Gen. Mike Curtis 
Scaparrotti (Ret.)

Former Supreme Allied 
Commander, Europe.
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Centre for 
Democracy and 
Resilience
The mission of GLOBSEC's 
Democracy and Resilience 
Programme is to safeguard 
fundamental democratic principles 
and promote resilience in an era 
dominated by digital influence. 
Through research in very 
vulnerable region of the CEE our 
work focuses on areas such as 
information operations, hybrid 
threats, election integrity, and 
social media transparency and 
regulation. The programme aims 
to drive positive transformations 
towards stronger, more adaptable 
democracies. 

 ⊲ GLOBSEC Trends: 
Measuring Public 
Attitudes across CEE 
Region 

 ⊲ Building Resilience to 
Foreign Malign Influence

 ⊲ Future of Democracy and 
Technology

Visit our website for 
more information
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Economy and 
Business Programme
GLOBSEC's Economy and 
Business Programme addresses 
energy, infrastructure 
development, health, and 
innovations through strategic 
policy initiatives, expert 
analysis, and collaborative 
efforts. By engaging with 
business leaders, policymakers, 
and experts, and through high-
level events, research, and 
actionable recommendations, 
it aims to enhance economic 
stability and progress.

 ⊲ Healthcare Readiness 
Index 

 ⊲ Infrastructure 
Development Council  

 ⊲ Danube Tech Valley 
Initiative 

 ⊲ Energy Programme

Visit our website for 
more information
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Global Europe 
Programme
GLOBSEC's Global Europe 
Programme focuses on shaping 
the future of Europe in the 
global context. Through analysis, 
strategic dialogues, and policy 
recommendations, it seeks to 
advance Europe's role as a key 
player in global affairs, fostering 
cooperation and addressing 
pressing challenges.

 ⊲ GLOBSEC‘s EU 
Task Force 

 ⊲ CEE Her 
Initiative 

 ⊲ Global Europe 
Initiative’

Visit our website for 
more information
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Ukraine 
Programme
GLOBSEC's Ukraine Programme 
is dedicated to supporting 
the country's recovery efforts, 
particularly addressing issues 
such as PTSD and demining 
initiatives. GLOBSEC was 
historically the first organisation 
to launch an office and new 
initiatives in Kyiv after the 
events of 24 February 2022. 
Through advocacy, research, and 
collaborative projects, it aims to 
assist Ukraine in overcoming the 
aftermath of conflict, fostering 
resilience, and promoting 
sustainable peace and stability 
in the region.

 ⊲ Humanitarian 
Demining in Ukraine 

 ⊲ PTSD and Veterans of 
Ukraine 

 ⊲ Security Scenarios in 
Ukraine

Visit our website for 
more information
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International  
Advisory Council
The GLOBSEC team is complemented by a world–class International Advisory Council of 
respected policymakers, thought leaders and busines representatives. Their experience has 
been invaluable in shaping our research agenda, content and partner-building initiatives.

Steven Ciobo
Head of Global Affairs and 
Engagement, Stonepeak

Ian Brzezinski 
Resident Senior Fellow, 
Scowcroft Center for Strategy 
and Security, The Atlantic 
Council

Carl Bildt 
Former Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Kingdom of Sweden

Catherine Ashton 
Chair of the Global Europe 
Program and Woodrow Wilson 
Center

John R. Allen 
Former United States Marine 
Corps Four-Star General and 
Former Commander, NATO 
International Security Assistance 
Force 

Alexandre Adam 
Member of the Council of State 
(Conseil d‘Etat) of the French 
Republic; Former Europe 
advisor to French President 
Emmanuel Macron

Mikuláš Dzurinda 
President of the Wilfried Martens 
Centre for European Studies; 
Former Prime Minister of the 
Slovak Republic

Thierry Déau 
Founding Partner, Chief 
Executive Officer, Meridiam

Steven Clemons 
Editor-at-Large, SEMAFOR

Jan Krzysztof Bielecki
Former Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Poland 

Jenna Ben-Yehuda 
Executive Vice President of the 
Atlantic Council, Former CEO and 
President of the Truman National 
Security Project and the Truman 
Center for National Policy

Gordon Bajnai
Vice Chairman of the GLOBSEC 
Board of Directors; Former Prime 
Minister of Hungary
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Kolinda Grabar-Kitarović
Fourth President of the Republic 
of Croatia

Arancha González Laya
Dean of Paris School of 
International Affairs at Sciences 
Po, France; Former Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, European Union 
and Cooperation of the Kingdom 
of Spain

Mark T. Esper
27th U.S. Secretary of Defense

Sebastian Kurz 
Former Chancellor of the Federal 
Republic of Austria; CEO, SK 
Management

Eva Maydell 
Member of the European 
Parliament

Miroslav Lajčák 
EU Special Representative 
for the Belgrade-Pristina 
Dialogue and Regional Issues; 
Former Minister of Foreign and 
European Affairs of the Slovak 
Republic

Ivan Mikloš 
Former Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Finance of the 
Slovak Republic

Sally Painter 
Chief Operating Officer at Blue 
Star Strategies

Richard Ivan Ogilchyn 
Founding Partner and CEO, 
Octagonal Corporation, United 
States of America

Toomas Hendrik Ilves
Former President of the Republic 
of Estonia

Melissa Hathaway 
President of Hathaway Global 
Strategies LLC

Benjamin Haddad 
Deputy for the 14th District of 
Paris, National Assembly of the 
French Republi

Annegret  
Kramp-Karrenbauer
Former Minister of Defence of 
the Federal Republic of Germany

Petr Kolář
Ambassador (ret), Advisor to 
President Petr Pavel, Senior 
Advisor at Squire Patton Boggs 
Prague

Kersti Kaljulaid 
Global Advocate of the UN 
Secretary-General for Every 
Woman Every Child; Former 
President of the Republic of 
Estonia

Rastislav Káčer
Former Minister of Foreign and 
European Affairs of the Slovak 
Republic

Michael Chertoff 
Co-founder and Executive 
Chairman, The Chertoff Group, 
United States of America; Former 
Secretary of the U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security

Vazil Hudák
Former Minister of Economy of 
the Slovak Republic

Aivis Ronis
 Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Latvia (2010), Latvian 
diplomat. 

Tomáš Pojar
Advisor for European Affairs to 
the Prime Minister of the Czech 
Republic

Rosen Plevneliev 
Former President of the  
Republic of Bulgaria 
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Pavlo Sheremeta
Distinguished Fellow

Martin Selmayr 
Head of European Commission 
Representation in Vienna

Thorsten Strauss 
Founder and Managing Director, 
Thor Advisors

James Townsend 
Adjunct Senior Fellow at the 
Center for a New American 
Security, Former Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Defense (DASD) for 
European and NATO Policy and 
Former ATA President

Maroš Šefčovič 
Executive Vice-President for the 
European Green Deal and Vice-
President for Interinstitutional 
Relations, European Commission

Andreas Treichl 
Chairman of the Supervisory 
Board at Erste Foundation

Alexander Vershbow 
Distinguished Fellow, 
Transatlantic Security Initiative, 
The Atlantic Council

Zoltán Varga 
Chairman of the Board,  
Central Médiacsoport

Kurt Volker 
Former U.S. Special 
Representative for Ukraine

Damon Wilson 
President and CEO, National 
Endowment for Democracy

Thomas Wieser 
Former President of the 
Economic and Financial 
Committee of the EU and Former 
President of the Eurogroup 
Working Group

Anton Rop 
Former Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Slovenia and 
Honorary Vice-President of EIB
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GLOBSEC Media 
Presence
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Everyone can make a difference. Some do it through 
research, others support great ideas by funding. To help 
expand GLOBSEC’s mission and have an everlasting 
impact on the face of society, policy–making, economy, 
you can join our vision for a better world and support 
our cause by financing and advocating our activities and 
events.

GLOBSEC supporters will: 

 ⊲ Extend their reach via GLOBSEC network and hub 

 ⊲ Exclusively attend GLOBSEC Flagship events 

 ⊲ Participate in crowdsourcing of new ideas 

 ⊲ Help drive policy change in–line with business 
priorities

 ⊲ Raise their profile  

 ⊲ Gain international recognition

Why Support 
GLOBSEC
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GLOBSEC on 
Social Media

@GLOBSECforum

@globsecthinktank

@GLOBSEC

@GLOBSEC
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Rue du Commerce 31
1000 Brussels 
Belgium

  Vajnorská 100/B 
831 04 Bratislava 
Slovak Republic

 +421 2 3213 7800 
 info@globsec.org
 www.globsec.org


